Anthropology 70800: Economic Anthropology

Fall, 2006

Professor Michael Blim

mblim@gc.cuny.edu
Office hours: Thursdays and Fridays, drop-in and by appt.
Course Description
This seminar examines the major issues that have confronted anthropologists as they have analyzed economies, and as they have contributed to the wider debates in economic discourse. After an initial overview of the classic contributions to neoclassical economics and so-called "substantive" or Polanyian studies of economic formations, the seminar will undertake an analysis of anthropology's contributions to the study of capitalism. Emphasis will also be placed on the important analyses undertaken by anthropologists and like-minded social scientists on local economies embedded in societies non-capitalist or anti-capitalist in orientation.

Please note that our modus operandi will be to divide the readings among us, as typically there is more reading here per week than anyone can probably handle. Each student will cover at least one ethnography for the class, giving a short report and circulating a short precis and critique among all of us. Moreover, this syllabus is as much a bibliographic reference of sorts as it is an actual assignment list. The latter we will determine a week or two before each class.

In addition, students are invited to submit proposals at any time, but no later than mid-term say, for a longer writing project that they would like to do for the seminar.

Books and Materials

Most our readings will be on e-reserve. Those that we can’t for one reason or another put on e-reserve or get on e-reserve in time will be on file in the Brockway Room.

If economic anthropology is new to you, you may want to browse to standard short texts on the field:

Stephen Gudeman, The Anthropology of Economy, (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2001), paper.

Richard Wilk, Economies and Cultures: Foundations of Economic Anthropology, (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1996).

The following books have been ordered at Labyrinth Books. I have noted that some are required, which means there will be at least 15 copies on hand. The others are recommended which means that there probably be no more than 5 on hand. You probably don’t have to buy any of them, at least not new.  But you may want to, and hence the book order.

Required: (=15 copies at Labyrinth)

Stephen Gudeman, The Anthropology of Economy, (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2001), paper.

Richard Wilk, Economies and Cultures: Foundations of Economic Anthropology, (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1996).

Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: the Political and Economic Origins of Our Time, (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1944),

Joseph Schumpeter, “Can Capitalism Survive?” from Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy, (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1947).

J.K. Gibson-Graham, A Postcapitalist Politics, (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2006).

Annette Weiner, Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While-Giving, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1992).

Recommended: (=5 copies at Labyrinth)

A. Moors, Women, Property, and Islam: Palestinian Experiences, 1920-1990, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995).

Timothy Burke, Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe, (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1996).

Mary Beth Mills, Thai Women in the Global Labor Force: Consuming Desires, Contested Selves, (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1999).

Maurice Godelier, The Making of Great Men, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

Claude Meillassoux, Maidens, Meal and Money: Capitalism and the Domestic Community, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1981).
Paul Stoller, Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City, (Philadephia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002).

Veronika Bennholdt-Thomsen and Maria Mies, The Subsistence Perspective, (London: Zed Books, 1999).

Marcel Mauss, The Gift: Forms and Functions of Exchange in Archaic Societies. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1954 [1923]).

Ara Wilson, The Intimate Economies of Bangkok: Tomboys, Tycoons, and Avon Ladies in the Global City, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004).

Sylvia Yanagisako, Producing Culture and Capital: Family Firms in Italy, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002).

James Ferguson, The Anti-Politics Machine: ‘Development,’ Depoliticization, and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho, (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 1994 [1990]).

Anna Tsing, Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005).

Ellen Hertz, The Trading Crowd: An Ethnography of the Shanghai Stock Market, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Katherine Verdery, The Vanishing Hectare: Property and Value in Postsocialist Transylvania, (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2003).

Kalman Applbaum, The Marketing Era: From Professional Practice to Global Provisioning, (New York: Routledge, 2003).

Mayfair Yang, Gifts, Favors, Banquets: The Art of Social Relationships in China, (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1994).

Marilyn Strathern, The Gender in the Gift: Problems with Women and Problems with Society in Melanesia, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1988).

Course Outline:

8/31: Orientation
9/7: Lessons Derived from Depression and War

John Maynard Keynes, “ Social Consequences of Changes in the Value of Money” and  “The Great Slump of 1930,” from Essays in Persuasion, (Harcourt, Brace, 1932), 80-104, 135-147.

Joseph Schumpeter, “Can Capitalism Survive?” from Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy, (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1947), 61-163.

Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: the Political and Economic Origins of Our Time, (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1944), 33-134.

9/14: Anthropology Assimilates and Stakes Its Claims 

Melville Herskovitz, “Economizing and rational Behavior,” “Before the Machine,” and Anthropology and Economics,” Economic Anthropology: A Study in Comparative Economics, (New York: Alfred Knopf, 1952), 3-66.

Manning Nash, “The Meaning and Scope of Economic Anthropology” and “Changing Primitive and Peasant Economies: Economic Development and Modernization,” Primitive and Peasant Economic Systems, (San Francisco: Chandler, 1966), 1-18, 120-152.

Raymond Firth, “The Social Framework of Economic Organization,” in Economic Anthropology: Readings in Theory and Analysis, [1952], edited by E. LeClair and H. Schneider, (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1968), 65-87.

Karl Polanyi, “The Economy as an Instituted Process,” in Economic Anthropology: Readings in Theory and Analysis, [1952], edited by E. LeClair and H. Schneider, (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1968),122-142.

George Dalton, “Economic Theory and Primitive Society,” American Anthropologist, 63:1-25, reprinted in Economic Anthropology: Readings in Theory and Analysis, [1952], edited by E. LeClair and H. Schneider, (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1968), 143-167.

9/21: The Golden Moment: Spreading Prosperity around the Globe and Its Critics
Walt Rostow, “Introduction,” “The Five Stages of Growth – A Summary,” The Preconditions for Take-Off,” and “The Take-Off (first 4 pages), The Stages of Economic Growth, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1971 [1960], 1-40.

W. Arthur Lewis, “Is Economic Growth Desirable?” The Theory of Economic Growth, (Homewood IL: Richard D. Irwin, 1955), 420-435.

Paul Baran and Paul Sweezy, “Introduction,” “The Tendency of Surplus to Rise,” and “Capitalists’ Consumption and Investment,” Monopoly Capital: An Essay on the American Economic and Social Order, (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1966), 1-13, 52-111.

Andre Gunder Frank, “The Development of Underdevelopment,” in Dependence and Underdevelopment: Latin America’s Political Development, edited by James Cockcroft, et.al., (New York: Anchor Books, 1972), 3-18.

Stephen Sanderson and Thomas Hall, “World System Approaches to World-Historical Change,” in Civilizations and World Systems: Studying World-Historical Change, edited by S. Sanderson, (Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 1995), 95-108.

Eric Hobsbawm, “The Golden Years” and “The Third World,” The Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991, (New York: Vintage, 1994), 257-286, 344-371.

Ethnographies:

Clifford Geertz, Peddlers and Princes: Social Development and Economic Change in Two Indonesian Towns, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1963).

Manning Nash, Machine Age Maya: The Industrialization of a Guatemalan Community, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1967, [1958]).

9/28: No class
10/5: The High Tide of Structuralism and Its Critique, with Some Surprises
Etienne Balibar, “On the Basic Concepts of Historical Materialism,” in Louis Althusser and Etienne Balibar, On Reading Capital, (London: New Left Books, 1970), 201-309.

Maurice Godelier, “The Rationality of Economic Systems,” Rationality and Irrationality in Economics, (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1972), 243-319.

__________, “Anthropology and Economics,” Perspectives in Marxist Anthropology, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1977), 15-62.

Claude Meillassoux, “Conclusions,” The Anthropology of Slavery, translated by Alide Dasnois, (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1991), 324-333.

Marshall Sahlins, Culture and Practical Reason, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1976), excerpts.

Ethnographies:

Maurice Godelier, The Making of Great Men, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

Claude Meillassoux, Maidens, Meal and Money: Capitalism and the Domestic Community, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1981).

10/12:The Seventies Crack and the Re-Ordering of Economic Anthropology

Eric Hobsbawm, “The Crisis Decades, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991, (New York: Vintage, 1994), 403-432.

Robert Brenner, “Introduction: The Puzzle to the End of the Boom,” New Left Review, 229, (May-June, 1998), 1-9.

Michael Piore and Charles Sabel, “The Mass Production Economy in Crisis” and “Possibilities for Prosperity: International Keynesianism and Flexible Specialization,” The Second Industrial Divide: Possibilities for Prosperity, (New York: Basic Books, 1984), 165-193, 251-280.

Eric Wolf, “Modes of Production,” Europe and the People without History, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1982), 


Sydney Mintz, “Production” and “Consumption,” Sweetness and Power: the Place of Sugar in Modern History, (New York: Penguin, 1985), 19-150.

Michael Blim, “Small-Scale Industrialization in a Rapidly Changing World Market,” In Anthropology and the Global Factory: Studies of the New Industrialization in the Late 20th Century, edited by F. Rothstein and M. Blim, (New York: Bergin and Garvey, 1992), 85-101.

__________, “Capitalisms in Late Modernity,” Annual Review of Anthropology, 29, (2000), 25-38.

Ethnographies:

Dimitra Doukas, Worked Over: The Corporate Sabotage of an American Community, (Ithaca, NY: Cornell U Press, 2003).

June Nash, From Tank Town to High Tech: The Clash of Community and Industrial Cycles, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1989).

Michael Blim, Small-Scale Industrialization and Its Consequences, (New York: Praeger, 1990). (on faculty web page under my name.)

10/19: The Gendering of Economic Anthropology

Maila Stivens, “Gender,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 323-338.

Sally Slocum, “Woman the Gatherer: Male Bias in Anthropology,” in Toward and Anthropology of Women, edited by Rayna Reiter, (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1975), 36-50.

Gayle Rubin, “The Traffic in Women: Notes on the ‘Political Economy’ of Sex,” in Toward and Anthropology of Women, edited by Rayna Reiter, (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1975), 157-210.

June Nash and Maria Patricia Fernandez-Kelly, editors, Women, Men and the International Division of Labor, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1983), excerpts.

Ethnographies:

Helen Safa, The Myth of the Male Breadwinner: Women and Industrialization in the Caribbean, (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1995).

A. Moors, Women, Property, and Islam: Palestinian Experiences, 1920-1990, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995).

Timothy Burke, Lifebuoy Men, Lux Women: Commodification, Consumption, and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe, (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1996).

Mary Beth Mills, Thai Women in the Global Labor Force: Consuming Desires, Contested Selves, (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1999).

Annette Weiner, Women of Value, Men of Renown: New Perspectives in Trobriand Exchange, (Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 1976).

Frances Rothstein, Three Different Worlds: Men, Women, and Children in an Industrializing Town, (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1982).

Lynn Stephen, Zapotec Women, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1991).

Mary Anglin, Women, Power, and Dissent in the Hills of Carolina, (Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2002).

10/26: The Rise or Return of Culturalist and/or Local Economic Anthropology

Mary Douglas, “Risk and Danger” and “Muffled Ears,” Risk and Blame: Essays in Cultural Theory, (London: Routledge, 1992), 38-82.

__________, “Community and Economy: Economy’s Base,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 94-106.

Robert Hefner, editor, Market Cultures: Society and Morality in the New Asian Capitalisms, (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1998), selections.

Enrique Mayer, “Households and their Markets in the Andes,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 405-422.

Marshall Sahlins, “Cosmologies of Capitalism: The Trans-Pacific Sector of the World System,” In Culture/Power/History, edited by N. Dirks, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994), 412-55. 

Ethnographies:

Paul Stoller, Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City, (Philadephia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002).

Ara Wilson, The Intimate Economies of Bangkok: Tomboys, Tycoons, and Avon Ladies in the Global City, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004).

Sylvia Yangisako, Producing Culture and Capital: Family Firms in Italy, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002).

11/2: Globalization, Development, and Their Critiques

Walden Bello, “Contemporary Capitalism’s Classic Crisis” and “The Ascendancy of Finance,” Dilemmas of Domination: the Unmaking of the American Empire, (New York: Metropolitan Books, 2005)77-128.

World Bank, World Development Report 2006: Equity and Development, (Washington: World Bank and Oxford University Press, 2005), 1-23.

Joseph Stiglitz, “Post Washington Consensus Consensus,” Institute for Policy Dialogue Working Paper, nd., 12pgs.

Ha-Joon Chang, Kicking Away the Ladder: Development Strategy in Historical Perspective, (London: Anthem Press, 2002), selections.

Arturo Escobar, Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1995), excerpts. 

David Lewis, “Anthropology and Development,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 472-486.

Michael Blim, “The Necessity to Choose,” In Economy and Equality: The Global Challenge, (Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2005), 109-123. (on Blim faculty website)

Ethnographies:

James Ferguson, The Anti-Politics Machine: ‘Development,’ Depoliticization, and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho, (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 1994 [1990]).

Anna Tsing, Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005).

Ellen Hertz, The Trading Crowd: An Ethnography of the Shanghai Stock Market, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

11/9: Markets, Value(s), and Property

James Carrier, “Introduction,” In Meanings of the Market, edited by J. Carrier, (Oxford: Berg, 1997), 1-67.

Mark Granovetter, “Economic Action and the Problem of Embeddedness,” American Journal of Sociology, 91, (1985), 481-510.

C.B. Macpherson, “Possessive Individualism and Liberal Democracy,” The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke, (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 1962), 263-277.

Bill Maurer, “Finance,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 176-193.

Kalman Applbaum, “The Anthropology of Markets,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 275-289.

Carol MacLennan, “Democracy under the Influence: Cost-Benefit Analysis in the United States,” In Meanings of the Market, edited by J. Carrier, (Oxford: Berg, 1997), 195-224.

Michael Blim, “The Moral Significance of Petty Capitalism,” In Petty Capitalists and Globalization: Flexibility, Entrepreneurship, and Economic Development, edited by Alan and Josephine Smart, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 2005), 253-270.

David Graeber, “Value: Anthropological Theories of Value,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 439-454.

Katherine Verdery, “Fuzzy Property: Rights, Power, and Identity in Transylvania’s Decollectivization,” In Uncertain Transition: Ethnographies of Change in the Postsocialist World, edited by M. Burawoy and K. Verdery, (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 19999), 53-82.

Marilyn Srathern, “Divided Origins and the Arithmetic of Ownership,” In Accelerating Possession: Global Futures of Property and Personhood, (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 2006).

Ethnographies:

Katherine Verdery, The Vanishing Hectare: Property and Value in Postsocialist Transylvania, (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2003).

Kalman Applbaum, The Marketing Era: From Professional Practice to Global Provisioning, (New York: Routledge, 2003).

11/16 and 11/23: No class

11/30: Gifts and Exchange

Marcel Mauss, The Gift: Forms and Functions of Exchange in Archaic Societies. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1954 [1923]).

Annette Weiner, Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While-Giving, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1992).

Jonathan Parry and Maurice Bloch, “Introduction,” In Money and the Morality of Exchange, edited by J. Parry and M. Bloch, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 1-32.

Jonathan Parry, “On the Moral Perils of Exchange,” In Money and the Morality of Exchange, edited by J. Parry and M. Bloch, (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1989) 64-93.

Yunxiang Yan, “The Gift and Gift Economy,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 246-261.

Patrick Heady, “Barter,” In A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, edited by J. Carrier, (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2005), 262-274.

Ethnographies:

Bronislaw Malinowski, Argonauts of the Western Pacific, (Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 1984 [1922]).

Marilyn Strathern, The Gender in the Gift: Problems with Women and Problems with Society in Melanesia, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1988).

Mayfair Yang, Gifts, Favors, Banquets: The Art of Social Relationships in China, (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1994).

Sutti Ortiz, Harvesting Coffee, Bargaining Wages: Rural Labor Markets in Colombia, 1975-1990, (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 1999.

12/7 and 12/14: Economic Alternatives

J.K. Gibson-Graham, A Postcapitalist Politics, (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2006). 

Michael Albert, Parecon: Life after Capitalism, (New York: Verso, 2003), excerpts. 

Julie Nelson, “Abstraction, Reality and the Gender of ‘Economic Man,’ in Virtualism: A New Political Economy, edited by J. Carrier and D. Miller, (Oxford: Berg, 1998), 75-94.

Daniel Miller, “Conclusion: A Theory of Virtualism,” in Virtualism: A New Political Economy, edited by J. Carrier and D. Miller, (Oxford: Berg, 1998), 161-186.

Veronika Bennholdt-Thomsen and Maria Mies, The Subsistence Perspective, (London: Zed Books, 1999). 

Gavin Fridell, “The Fair Trade Network in Historical Perspective,” Canadian Journal of Development Studies, 25, (2004), 411-428.

Mary Litrell and Marsha Dickson, “Alternative Trading Organizations: Shifting Paradigm in a Culture of Social Responsibility," Human Organization, 56, (1997).

William Fisher, “Doing Good: the Politics and Antipolitics of NGO Practices,” Annual Review of Anthropology, 26, (1997), 439-64.

Mark LeClair, “Fighting the Tide: Alternative Trade Organizations in the Era of Global Free Trade,” World Development, 30:6, (2002).
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