ANTH 72200 – Work and Labor

Fall 2008
Fridays, 11:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

Michael Blim
MBlim@gc.cuny.edu
Office hours Friday afternoons and by appointment

212-817-8007


This seminar explores the problems entailed in the social scientific analysis of work and labor in the context of the global economy. Topics include: the increasing variety of labor processes; the impact of organizational revolutions of the firm on work experiences and the changing nature of labor markets. Special attention is paid to the impact of changing labor processes on women and minors. The role of workplace discipline on workers’ characters and sentiments is also explored. 

I have ordered some of the monographs featured throughout the syllabus at Book Culture/ Labyrinth Books, 536 West 112th Street, New York, NY 10025:

Two written assignments are expected. One is a small analytical summary or two of the case study from among the monographs listed in the syllabus. Summaries will be circulated to the rest of the seminar, and you will give a short précis of your findings in class. 

The second is a longer piece, the type and topic of which is negotiable. IN the past students have done drafts of possible thesis proposals, term papers, and shorter, thematic essays. 

If you don’t have a background in classical social theory as it pertains to work and labor, the following excerpts might be useful:

Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society. See Chapters “The Progress of the Division of Labor and of Happiness” and “Causes of the Foregoing.”

Marx, Capital I, Part V: “The Production of Absolute and of Relative Surplus Value” and The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts. Or shorten the process by seeing excerpts such as “Exploitation,” “Labor Process,” and “Surplus Value” in Tom Bottomore, A Dictionary of Marxist Thought, (Harvard University Press, 1983).

Max Weber, Economy and Society, 43-48, 339-354, 926-939. If you can’t get a hold of Economy and Society, See Hans Gerth and C. Wright Mills, From Max Weber, 180-195.

Seminar Outline

August 29: Introduction

September 5: Writing about Labor

George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier (any edition).

September 12: Reflecting on Work
Richard Sennett, Craftsmanship, (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2008).

September 19 & 26: Labor Markets

Richard Swedberg, “Markets as Social Structures,” in Neil Smelser and Richard Swedberg, editors, Handbook of Economic Sociology, (Princeton, 1994), 255-282.

Walter Powell and Laurel Smith-Doerr, “Networks and Economic Life,” in Neil Smelser and Richard Swedberg, editors, Handbook of Economic Sociology, (Princeton, 1994), 368-402.

Roberto Fernandez and Celina Su, “Space in the Study of Labor Markets,” Annual Review of Sociology, 30, (2004), 545-69.

Michael Storper and Richard Walker, “Labor – The Politics of Place and Workplace,” in Storper and Walker, The Capitalist Imperative: Territory, Technology, and Industrial Growth, (Blackwell, 1989), 154-182

Manuel Castells, The Rise of the Network Society, (Blackwell, 1996), 228-279.

Diana Farrell, Martha Laboissiere, and Jaeson Rosenfeld, “Sizing the Emerging Global Labor Market,” McKinsey Quarterly, 3, (2005), 9pages. http://www.mckinseyquarterly.com/article_print.aspx?L2=7&L3=10&ar=1635
Mark Granovetter, “The Strength of Weak Ties,” American Journal of Sociology, 1973.
October 3. 10. & 17: Labor Processes

Chris and Charles Tilly, “Capitalist Work and Labor Markets,” in Neil Smelser and Richard Swedberg, editors, Handbook of Economic Sociology, (Princeton, 1994), 283-312.

Sutti Ortiz, “Laboring in the Factories and in the Fields,” Annual Review of Anthropology, 31, (2002), 395-417.

David Karjanen, “The New Economy and Transforming Employment Relations: A Review Essay, Anthropology of Work Review, 26:1, (March 2005), 29-33. 
Michael Blim, “The Contemporary Labor Process, 1945-1988,” Made in Italy: Small-Scale Industrialization and Its Consequences, (New York: Praeger, 1990), 145-176.

Stephen Barley and Gideon Kunda, “Life on the Job,” Gurus, Hired Guns, and Warm Bodies: Itinerant Experts in a Knowledge Economy, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2004), 177-222.

Carla Freeman, High Tech and High Heels in the Global Economy: Women, Work and Pink-Collar Identities, (Duke U Press, 2000). 140-212.

Michael Burawoy and Janos Lukacs, “Piece Rates, Hungarian Style,” The Radiant Past: Ideology and Reality in Hungary’s Road to Capitalism, (Chicago IL: University of Chicago Press, 1992), 35-58.

Donald Winiecki, “Subjects, Subjectivity, and Subjectification in Call Center Work: The Doings of Doings,” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 36:4, (August 2007), 351-377.

Mao Mollona, “Gifts of Labour: Steel Production and Technological Imagination in an Area of Urban Deprivation, Sheffield, UK,” Critique of Anthropology, 25:2, (June, 2005), 177-198.

Monographs:

Steve Striffler, Chicken: The Dangerous Transformation of America’s Favorite Food, (Yale UP, 2005).

Jane Collins, Threads: Gender, Labor, and Power in the Global Apparel Industry, (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2003).

David Griffith and Ed Kissan, Working Poor: Farmworkers in the United States (Temple U Press, 1995).

June Nash, From Tank Town to High Tech: The Clash of Community and Industrial Cycles, (SUNY Press, 1989).

October 24: The Flexibility Debate: Deskilling-Reskilling and the Uncertain Status of Workers from Professional and White Collar to Blue Collar Workers
John Allen, “Fordism and Modern Industry,” in Modernity: An Introduction to Modern Societies, edited by Stuart Hall et.al., (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 1996), 281-306.

Elliott Krause, The Death of the Guilds: Professions, States, and the Advance of Capitalism, (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1999), 1-28, 280-286.
Laurie Duthie, “White Collars with Chinese Characteristics: Global Capitalism and the Formation of a Society Identity,” Anthropology of Work Review, 26:3, (Winter, 2005), 1-11.

Steven Vallas and John Beck, “The Transformation of Work Revisited: The Limits of Flexibility in American Manufacturing,” Social Problems, 43:3, (August 1996), 339-361.

Michael Watts, “Life under Contract: Contract Farming, Agrarian Restructuring and Flexible Accumulation,” in Living under Contract: Contract Farming and Agrarian Transformation in Sub-Saharan Africa, (Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1994).
Dana Beth Weinberg, Code Green: Money-Driven Hospitals and the Dismantling of Nursing, (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2003).

October 31: Globalization and Labor
Laura Reynolds, “New Plantations, New Workers: Gender and Production Politics in the Dominican Republic,” Gender & Society, 15:1, (February 2001), 7-28.

Beverly Silver, Forces of Labor: Workers’ Movements and Globalization since 1870, (Cambridge University Press, 2003), excerpts.

International Labour Organization, “Key Indicators of the Labor Market,” http://kilm.ilo.org/2005/press/download/ExSumEN.pdf
Susan Christoperson, “Why Do National Labor Market Practices Continue to Diverge in the Global Economy? The ‘Missing Link’ of Investment Rules,” Economic Geography, 78:1, (January 2002), 1-20.

Elizabeth Ferry, “Inalienable Commodities: The Production and Circulation of Silver and Patrimony in a Mexican Mining Cooperative,” Cultural Anthropology, 17:3, (August 2002), 331-358.
Monographs:

Elizabeth Ferry, Not Ours Alone: Patrimony, Value, and Collectivity in Contemporary Mexico, (Columbia U Press, 2005).

June Nash, We Eat the Mines, and the Mines Eat Us, (Columbia U Press, 1979).

November 7: Ethnicity and Exploitation
Ayumi Takenaka, “The Japanese in Peru: History of Immigration, Settlement, and Racialization,” Latin American Perspectives, 31:32, (May, 2004), 77-98.

Steve Striffler, “Mexican Immigrant Workers and Their Search for Home,” American Ethnologist, 34:4, 674-688.

Rylan Higgins, “Bodies for Rent: Labor and Marginality in Southern Louisiana,” Anthropology of Work Review, 26:3, (Winter 2005), 12-22.

Monographs:
Daniel Dohan, The Price of Poverty: Money, Work, and Culture in the Mexican American Barrio, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2003).

David Griffith, American Guestworkers: Jamaicans and Mexicans in the U.S. Labor Market, (College Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press).
David Bacon, The Children of NAFTA: Labor Wars on the U.S./Mexico Border, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2004).

November 14: Youth and Children
Human Rights Watch, “Inside the Home, Outside the Law: Abuse of Child Domestic Workers in Morocco,” December 21, 2005, http://hrw.org/reports/2005/morocco1205
Rachel Baker and Rachel Hilton, “Approaches to Children’s Work and Rights in Nepal,” Annals of the Academy of Political and Social Science, 575, (Ma, 2001), 176-193.
Danny Hoffman, “The City as Barracks: Freetown, Monrovia, and the Organization of Violence in Postcolonial African Cities,” Cultural Anthropology, 22:3, (August 2007), 400-428.

Kevin Bales, “The New Slavery” and “Pakistan,” Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999), 1-33, 149-194.

Mary Beth Mills, “Enacting Solidarity: Unions and Migrant Youth in Thailand,” Critique of Anthropology, 19:2, (June 1999), 175-192.

November 21 &28: The Division of Labor and Gender
Peter Braham, “Divisions of Labor,” in Modernity: An Introduction to Modern Societies, edited by Stuart Hall et.al., (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 1996), 307-342. 
Peter Levin, “Gendering the Market: Temporality, Work, and Gender on a National Futures Exchange,” Work and Occupations, 28:1, (2001), 112-130
Mary Beth Mills, “Gender and Inequality in the Global Labor Force,” Annual Review of Anthropology, 32, (2003), 41-62.

Safiris Tzannatos, “Women and Labor Market Changes in the Global Economy: Growth Helps, Inequalities Hurt and Public Policy Matters,” World Development, 27:3, (March 1999) 551-69. 

Human Rights Watch, “Maid to Order: Ending Abuses against Migrant Domestic Workers in Singapore,” December 7, 2005, http://hrw.org/reports/2005/singapore1205/
Chad Broughton and Tom Walton, “Downsizing Masculinity: Gender, Family, and Fatherhood in Post-Industrial America,” Anthropology of Work Review, 27:1, (Spring, 2006), 1-11.

Seung-kyung Kim, “Women Workers and the Labor Movement in South Korea,” in Frances Rothstein and Michael Blim, editors, Anthropology and the Global Factory, (New York: Bergin & Garvey, 1992), 220-238.

Johanna Shih, “Circumventing Discrimination: Gender and Ethnic Strategies in Silicon Valley,” Gender & Society, 20:2, (April 2006), 177-206.
Monographs:

Bridget Anderson, Doing the Dirty Work? The Global Politics of Domestic Labour, (Zed Press, 2000).

Leila Fernandes, Producing Workers: The Politics of Gender, Class and Culture in the Calcutta Jute Mills, (U of Pennsylvania, 1997).

Anru Lee, In the Name of Harmony and Prosperity: Labor and Gender Politics in Taiwan’s Economic Restructuring, (SUNY Press, 2004).

Ching Kwan Lee, Gender and the South China Miracle: Two Worlds of Factory Women, (U of California 1998).

Helen Safa, The Myth of the Male Breadwinner: Women and Industrialization in the Caribbean, Westview, 1995).

Lynn Stephen, Zapotec Women, (U of Texas Press, 1991).

December 5: Work Sentiments and Structures
Arlie Hochschild, The Managed Heart, (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1983).

Paul Letkemann, “The Office Workplace: Communitas and Hierarchical Social Structures,” Anthropologica, 44:2, (2002), 257-269.

Elizabeth Dunn, “Slick Salesmen and Simple People: Negotiated Capitalism in a Privatized Polish Firm,” in Uncertain Transition: Ethnographies of Change in the Postsocialist World, edited by Michael Burawoy and Katherine Verdery, (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 1999), 125-150.

Monographs:

Dorinne Kondo, Crafting Selves: Power, Gender, and Discourses of Identity in a Japanese Workplace, (U of Chicago, 1990).

Mary Beth Mills, Thai Women in the Global Labor Force: Consuming Desires, Contested Selves, (Rutgers U Press, 1999).

Lisa Rofel, Other Modernities: Gendered Yearnings in China after Socialism, (U of California, 1999).

Ara Wilson, The Intimate Economies of Bangkok: Tomboys, Tycoons, and Avon Ladies, (U of California Press, 2004).

December 12: Economic Consequences of the New Global Division of Labor  

Frank Levy and Richard Murnane, The New Division of Labor: How Computers Are Creating the Next Job Market, (Princeton UP, 2004), 13-54.

Paul Samuelson, “Where Ricardo and Mill Rebut and Confirm Arguments of Mainstream Economists Supporting Globalization,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 18:3, (Summer 2004), 135-146.

Human Rights Watch, “Unfair Advantage: Workers’ Freedom of Association in the US under Human Rights Standards,” (August, 2000), http://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/us/labor
Michael Blim, “The Consequences of Capitalism,” Equality and Economy: The Global Challenge, (Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2005), 17-36.
Branko Milanovic, “ High Global Inequality: No Trend?” Worlds Apart: Measuring International and Global Inequality, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005), 101-127.
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