
CUBA: In Transition?
Pathways to Renewal, 

Long-Term Development 
and Global Reintegration

Edited by
Mauricio A. Font

with the assistance of Scott Larson

Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies
The Graduate Center, The City University of New York



Copyright © 2006 by The Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies

Published in 2006 by the Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies,
The Graduate Center, City University of New York, 
365 Fifth Avenue Suite #5209, New York, NY  10016-4309

All Rights Reserved



                                                                       iii

List of Figures v
List of Tables vii

Part I: Prospects for Economic Evolution
1 Cuba’s Economic Reorientation 3

Archibald R.M. Ritter
2 Prospects for Sustainable Energy 25

Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado
3 Reorientation in Agriculture 51

Japji Anna Bas
4 Workers Control in the 1990s 71

Sean Herlihy
5 The Future of Health in Cuba 83

Traci Potterf
6 The Island’s Healthcare Legacy 95

Robert Huish
7 ‘Cuentapropismo’ in a Socialist State 107

Emma Phillips
8 Opportunities and Implications 125

Eloise Linger
Part II: Cuba in Comparative Perspective

9 Economic Reform in Cuba and China 143
Adrian Hearn

10 Economic Transition in Comparision 159
Enrique Pumar

11 Globalization in Havana and Moscow 175
Mervyn Bain

12 Caribbean Influence on Cuban Transition 189
Jorge Luis Romeu
Part III: Changing Institutions

13 International Networks and Change 197
Cristina C. Lopez-Gottardi

14 Analysis of Cuban Social Capital 217
Jorge Sanguinetty

15 Examining Cuban Civil Society 231
Bea Reaud

16 Ideology in Cuban Journalism 247
Juan Orlando Pérez González



iv                

17 Internet Policy and User’s Practices 265
Iris Cepero

18 Improvements in the Cuban Legal System 277
James Manahan
Part IV: Making Material Culture

19 Art in a Changing Cuba 285
Natania Remba

20 Material Culture Across Revolutions 293
Raúl Rubio

21 Jésus Díaz Rewrites Cuban Exile 309
Antonio Daniel Gómez

22 Dissonanance in the Revolution 315
Juan Carlos Albarrán



v



                                                                       vi

Figures
2-1. Oil Facilities in Cuba 37
2-2. North Cuban Heavy Oil Belt 39
2-3. Cuba’s Exclusive Economic Zone for Oil Exploration 41
2-4. Cuba’s Proven Oil Reserve 43
8-1. Malnourishment in Four Countries 126
8-2. Cuba’s Real GDP 133
13.1 TANs in Cuba 202





viii                

Tables
2-1. Criteria for Sustainable Energy Development 32
2-2. Energy and Electricity Use 36
4-1. Worksites Observed 73
8-1. Nickel Production 128
8-2. Sherritt Income From Nickel 128
8-3. Real GDP vs. Cuba’s ‘Sustainable Social’ Measure 133
10-1. The Extent of Political Reforms 166
10-2. Basic Human Development Indicators 170
13-1. Awards Given to Opposition Movement Members 203





x                


