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Not sure what college is right for you?
Go on College Visits!

Q: Why go an cullege Wisis?

A: There are lots of different kinds of colleges, and seeig
them with your own eyes can help you figure out what you
most want in a college and what type of college will work
best for you. It helps to get a feel for a college environment
before you go into your academic year to make sure you
like the campus, the diversity of the students, etc.

Q: How dinyynumedeettteemusstadfaaccollege visit?

A: It's always good to visit colleges, but there are ®me

things you can do to get the most out of each visit. We
visited Eugene Lang College and Hunter College and
learned what makes a college visit worth it. In this section,
we share some of our tips for how to get ready for a
college visit, what to do when you're there to get a real
feel for the college, and how to use the KWL Chart and the

College Rating Chart on the next pages.

How to get ready:

Choose a college you are interested in researching.
Find out more information about the college online or from a college guide.

Where is the college located?
How can you get to the college?
What services does the college offer? (e.g. scholarshipsitoring, etc.)

Choose what kind of visit you want. (guided tour, sleepover
visit, observe a class, etc.)

Plan for a whole day visit, if you can. #
Decide what you want to see when on campus.
Figure out what questions you have for students, faculty and 4

administrators at the college.
Fill out the KWL chart on next page, and make a long list $
of your questions.




What to do when you'reesat hisecodibege:

Visit a class, if possible.

Talk to at least 2 students to get the real scoop.

Eat in the cafeteria to see what you're getting yourséf into!
Meet at least one administrator and ask questions.
Collect flyers, newspaper, posters, anything! %
See what kinds of events are happening and if you can,

go to them! (social event, sports, poetry slam, cook out, etc)

Ask lots of questions!!! %

Gather information about the college, and also pay attention & %

to how you feel when you're there — that matters too! &'

Write down what you see, feel, and hear, as you go. & #

What to do after the college visit:

Fill out the KWL chart and the College Rating Sheet ¢n
next pages) to record what you learned and your opinion

( about important parts of the college so you can
remember later.

Keep a folder to for all of your KWL charts and College
Rating Sheets and reflections for each college so you can
go back to them when you're deciding where to apply.
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Part Il: Applying to College
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WHAT'S IN A COLLEGE APPLICATION ANYWAY?

ORVW DSSOLFDWLRYOL¥DWRR @ QR D B SA IWBH SHRRYRB (RIUPX H'
VWDWHPHQW KVYYPB\VERR R K MW DQRKRALS WA DK/ UFLIRSVUW H \
WKH JUDGHV \RX KDUWHFRPFHQGHGW L ROV RB R A QWGDDNFIKRIQW
FRSLHV RI DQ\ DZDUGV \RX KDD$ISORBBIMHR® IHGG DQ DS S
127( ,1 IRX FDOQRW SD| WKH |H# HIZHOHYE URIRRMX DRXO F DO;
RXW $VN IRXU FRXQVHORU DERXW WKLV

2QH JRRG ZD\ WR VDYH WLPH ZKHQ@R DB5S O \R®& WRRR H RRARPHP.
$SSOLFDWAR®@QH DSSOLFDWLRQ FDQ EBWRGBRWRG DIR| |
GRLQJ D QHZ DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU HORRK FIR® G RJHW FRQ CETEX
\RX FDQ GR LVZZRQFRIP@R ID/8 SKRILW \RX GR LW RQOLQH \RX |
FKDQJHV VDYH WKHP DQG NHHS JPEQJIVED FN X® WWOWR X
FROOHJHYV
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FAQs am tine Cammmmnam Aymmlicastomm

(Frequently Asked Questions)
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2QH Rl WKH SDUWV Rl WKH DSSOLFRDMHRQ SDRBHW Y PMKDIW K WL
SHUVRQDO VWDWHPHQW 7KH SHUVRQ@WO\ R XWDWHIOR HRQMWV R\P D\ K
\RX KDYH H[SHULHQFHG WKDW KDV KEG B R CO®DHFW DR/QN \RXUI R
EHFDXVH WKH\ ZDQW WR JHW WR NQRDIRX RKRZL O FHD W INWE
FROOHJH DQG MXVW WR KDYH D EHWHVEHUMRIMH R WEKW® HR X @\
XVHG WR GHVFULEH D SDVVLRQ \RX KI[FYS$D WS QBIDD O\ LDRF\NM KL
DERXW \RX ,Q WKLV VHFWLRQ ZBEKDMWH DKRHN\H RV R/ 3 BRI HRUNVK R
RXU RZQ UHVSRQVHV WR VRPH RI WKH FRQFHUQV \RX PLJKW |
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Part Ill: Paying for College
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College Student TIP:
Apply for lots of
scholarships!
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check out the Financial Aid Comparison Chart
on page 37 for a real life example!
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About Paying for College...
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Reading Financial Aid Award Letters:
A Real Example!

You need 12 credits
to be a full-time
student = -4 classe

Ms. Cleo Lamo
66 Chauncy Street
New York, NY 10003

Dear Cleo:

We are pleased to notify you of your eligibility fo
Academic Year. Based on the information provided on
financial aid package has been developed for you.

- Your awards are based on enrollment in at least

are generally not available for less than 12 credit

may be prorated or canceled for less than 12 credit
financial aid office if you plan to enroll for fewe

- Your Perkins loan Master Promissory Note (MPN)
date you sign it and will cover Perkins loans award

years. If you DO NOT want your Perkins MPN to cove
the FAQand request that we terminate the note for future
-To activate your Federal Work Study awgrd
www.collégecentral.com for job placement. Wo
30 days after the start of the semester or 30 da;
award, whichever comes later. Students may jigt wor
classes are:in session.

- This reflects your estimated eligibility for a

, Visit the Student Eﬁﬁplgyment Office or

ﬁyou don’t go to \
college full-time, you

might not get the
scholarships or other
financial aid that is
listed in the letter. If
you’re a part-time
student, some
scholarships might be
canceled or other kinds
of aid might be given

to you instead /

r financial aid fqr-~tﬁé 2007-2008
your applicatien, the following

12 credit$ per terms- Scholarships
S per'term ehrottment-and-otherad
enroliment. Please contact the
r than 12 credits.
_will be valid for 10 years from the
“-....ed this year as well as in future
Tfuture loans, you must contact
“-... award years.

dy awards must be activated within
after the date of the initial FWS
k more than 20 hours-per week while

TAP award . -TAP awards afé"valj.d only

for enrollment in 12 or more credits per termjand a re subject to-finalization by the ™. |
NY State Higher Education Services Corporation). Pl ease notify the-FAO if you will ) :
take fewer than 12 credits.
- Your student account statement will reflect a pendi ng credit for your Stafford loan 8 9
for the amount:shown below. However, lghders|may c harge up to 2.5% infees. Please
confirm the fee amount with your lender gnd be pwar e that you will be respgnsible for
the difference bgtween the gross and nef loan pfoce eds. 8
; ("C,_ontinued on next'bqge) 9
:E, 07
-%E J -
% E 1% J! .4 0 ! %
14
140 ! 1%
14% 14
1E! v =77 ,E174
&  $ ;
&
; *0%11E!
%
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Financial Aid Award Letter continued...

Awards Fall 2007 Spring 2008 Summer Total
2008 T
Lang College Scholarship 6,290.00 6,290.00 e Ié"'SNBO 00
University Scholars Award 1,000.00 1,000.00 . 2'000.00
Federal Pell Grant 2,155.00 2,155.00-" 4,310.00
NY TAP Fall Term 2,450.00 ... 00 2'450.00
NY TAP Spring Term . 00~ 2,450.00 2,450.00
Federal Perkins Loan . 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00
Federal Sub _ Stafford Loan = 1,750.00 1,750.00 3,500.00
Federal Unsub _ Stafford Loan .. 2,000.00 2,000.00 4,000.00
Lang Dean's Scholarship 1,250.007 e 1,250.00 2,500.00
Federal Work Study 1,000.00 1,000.00° 2,000.00
Total Award $18,895.00 $18,895.00 $37,790.00 |
What to do with this financial aid award letter:
Read the Terms and Conditions on the back side of t his letter carefully
Complete the Outside Funding section on the back si de of this letter if you are
receiving outside sources of funding. You only need to return this letter to
Student Financial Services if you have outside fund ing to report. %
If you decline any of the aid offered above, please notify us by emailing
sfs@newschool.edu . Include your New School ID number.
To assist you in financing your education please n ote that your total estimated Coét_
of Attendance (including tuition & fees, books & su pplies, room & board, and k
transportation) for this period is listed below. Yo u may be eligible to borrow
supplemental parent or student education loans. To calculate your estimated
eligibility for these additional loans, subtract yo ur Total Awards plus any other
sources of assistance you will receive from the Cost of Attendance figure of
............ $48,674.00.
For information about education loans, please visit our website at
- http://www.newschool.edu/admin/finaid/faid . For more information on the Cost of
Attendance visit http://www.newschool.edu/admin/finaid/faid/frameset costs.html
.""~.If you have any questions concerning your award(s), please feel free to contact us at
the number or e-mail address listed at the bottom o f this letter.
I *x % 4
K - % E
10
K K
JLGG MHM
4
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What does it actually cost to go to college?

Now that you've reviewed the confusing part of the financi al aid award letter, it's time
to look at the MONEY! In the following activity, you will answer the questions based
on Cleo’s financial aid award letter and then decide whether or not she should attend
Eugene Lang College.Udediie fiimancial aid cihart below AND the Sample Financial
Aid Letter on the previous pages to answer the questins.

Awards Fall 2007 Spring 2008 Summer Total
2008

Lang College Scholarship 6,290.00 6,290.00 12,580.00
University Scholars Award 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00
Federal Pell Grant 2,155.00 2,155.00 4,310.00
NY TAP Fall Term 2,450.00 .00 2,450.00
NY TAP Spring Term .00 2,450.00 2,450.00
Federal Perkins Loan 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00
Federal Sub  Stafford Loan 1,750.00 1,750.00 3,500.00
Federal Unsub _ Stafford Loan 2,000.00 2,000.00 4,000.00
Lang Dean's Scholarship 1,250.00 1,250.00 2,500.00
Federal Work Study 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00
Total Award $18,895.00 $18,895.00 $37,790.00

First, locate the total Cost of Attendance:
What does this include?

What is the cost of tuition alone?

A) Based on this package how much does Cleo get igrants per year (money that shedbessnuoit
have to pay back)?

B) Based on this package, how much does Cleo get ilbans per year (money sheHaestto geay
back once she graduates or leaves college)?

C) How much more does Cleo (or her family) have to pay (either in cash or extra loans) to Lang
for tuition during her first year?

D) How much more would Cleo need to cover other est imated expenses including housing,
food, transportation, books, etc.?

E) Do you think Cleo should attend Lang? If you areunsure, what more would you need to
know to help her make a decision?

36
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School Tuition | Estimated | Grants, Loans How How Do you think this

Cost of Awards, much much Is a good option?

Attendance | Scholarships more is more is Why or why not?

(COA) needed to | needed to

cover cover
tuition? COA?
Eugene $30,660 | $48,674 $26,635 $9,500 0 $12,539
Lang
College
SUINY New | $4,350 | $16,300 $11,625 $2,625 0 $2,050
Paltz
Long Island | $21,646 | $27,916 $3,254 $24,662 O 0
University
(Brooklyn)
Ballrlnard $33,078 | $46,838 $42,398 $2,600 0 $1,840
College
Hunter $4,329 | $10,014 $8,425 0 0 $1,589
College
College Student Tip:
You can ALWAYS ask for more money if the package is not enough!

You might not get more — but then again you might...




PART IV: OUR RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR SCHOOLS

i '
MHeads Up Migh schools
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Encourage
students take
advantage of
summer

programs to help
with college.

39

Help students
figure out

what school is
right for them.




Hold regular
college fairs and
assemblies run by
students and
teachers.

Encourage
students: If you
don’t know, ASK!
Look for what you
want in a school.

40

Organize
opportunities for
students to speak to
college students and
professors.

L

Have youth leaders bring
college information to'®
and 18 graders —

more general information for
9" graders, more powerful
and specific information for
10" graders.

=z
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Prepare students
by having them
write personal

statements in
11" grade.
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Some @niime Callesge Resources...

College Board:www.collegeboard.com
Provides information about the PSAT, SAT’s, and TOEFL, including registrati@udition
to many interactive college planning tools.

ACT, Inc.: A student Site for ACT Test Takers: www.actstudent.org
Includes information about registering for the ACT's, test prep, financialestagdator, and
tips on college and career planning.

First in the Family: Advice About College: www.firstinthefamily.org
A great resource geared for students who are the first in their familgiol aollege.
Includes planning checkilists, statistics, advice, inspiration, and otheragesour

College is Possiblewww.collegeispossible.org
A list of recommended websites, books and brochures, in addition to an overview df federa
grants, loans, tax benefits, and other federal and state programs that neges padisible.

Preparing Your Child for College: A Resource Book for Parentswww.ed.gov/pubs/Prepare
This resource from the US government provides information for parents rdragmgvhy
their child should go to college, to how to finance a college education.

Black Excel: www.blackexcel.org
A comprehensive resource dedicated to African-American families anddmstation
college students including scholarship information, summer enrichment progrehmueah
more.

The National Association for College Admission Counselingvww.nacac.com
Explains what you can do to prepare for college as a high school freshman, sophomore,
junior, or senior. It also has “financial aid” and “multicultural resourcedisex

Princeton Review:www.princetonreview.com
A good resource for college planning, test preparation, and financial aid links.

The Student Guide:www.studentaid.ed.gov
A comprehensive resource on student financial aid from the U.S. Department dfidduca
Available in English and Spanish.

FAFSA: www.fafsa.ed.gov
Complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid online.

FastWeb: www.fastweb.com
A free service provided by Monster.com allows users to search over 600,000 sgh®larshi
worth more than $1 billion dollars.

Scholarships for New York City Students:
www.newvisions.org/teaching_learning/downloads/scholarshipguide06.pdf
Lists over 100 scholarship opportunities, eligibility, and application instrnti
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About the Collaborating Organizations
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