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Homicide in contemporary Mexico is a serious problem. Its frequency is ris-
ing and it has come to represent a challenge to the state’s ability to guarantee 
safety and the rule of law. A historical approach to the phenomenon reveals that 
throughout the twentieth century individual cases of murder had been interpret-
ed by Mexican audiences as containing important lessons about their relation-
ship with the state and the strength of civil society. The forms in which police 
news covered it and detective novel reflected upon its meaning demonstrate the 
power of murder to create an informed, critical public within a political regime 
that otherwise exercised almost complete control over public discourse.


