PH.D. PROGRAM IN HISTORY

COURSE DESCRIPTION – SPRING 2010

Professor Joel Allen

History 70320- The Greek World in the Roman Empire

T, 6:30-8:30, 3 credits

“How to Write History” is the title of an essay written in the 150’s CE by Lucian, a humorist from Syria who lived among Greeks in Athens during the Roman empire.  More a satire than a work of literary criticism, its project was to put Lucian’s forebears, like Thucydides, and his own peers, largely dismissed as Thucydides-wannabes, under a microscope.  … Now it’s Lucian’s turn to suffer scrutiny: in this course we’ll be thinking about “how to write a history” of the cultural and intellectual movement of which Lucian was a part.  The so-called Second Sophistic, or, Greek Renaissance, dominated the culture of the empire in the first, second, and early third centuries, CE, exploring categories of identity that bear heavily to this day: nationality, ethnicity, gender, and class (anachronistic, though these terms be).  We’ll read texts by Lucian and others, all in English translation, against the backdrop of a succession of emperors – Trajan, Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius, and Septimius Severus, to name the prominent – moving all around the Mediterranean as we go.
