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In a study of auditory selective attention in children with language impairments (LI), we initially decided to recruit a comparison group of clinically referred children who did not meet criteria for LI. Referred control groups are frequently used in clinical research as they are thought to better control for miscellaneous participant variables. However, unexpected findings in our comparison group prompted us to recruit an additional group of typically developing children. This poster presents the data from the two control groups. Sixteen children (5 females; mean age 10.4 years (1.6 sd)) referred for academic and/or behavioral difficulties in school but who failed to meet criteria for LI or AD/HD form the clinically referred group and 9 children (5 females, mean age 10.8 years (2.1 sd)) recruited from a middle school for gifted and talented students in math, science, and technology form the typically developing group. The task required that participants attend to one of two stimulus channels, differentiated by frequency and location, and respond to infrequent targets of shorter duration or lower intensity. Nds, which reflect the differential processing of attended and unattended stimuli, were elicited from the typical control group in both conditions but only from the clinically referred controls when they were listening for duration targets. Clearly, the composition of the comparison group can impact on the conclusions of a study. This is potentially extremely problematic for electrophysiological research in children with developmental disorders as there is only limited normative data for many of the components of interest.            

